
Order fOr the 
CelebratiOn & WOrship Of GOd

6th Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2021, 10:30 a.m. 

Nursery is provided for children aged three and under. The Cry Room located off the foyer is 
available, if needed for nursing mothers and moms with young children, at any time during 
worship. A simultaneous broadcast of the service is provided in the room. Children aged four 
through first grade will be dismissed following the Gloria.

The sounding of the bells is the call for meditation and prayer as we prepare to worship our holy God.

 Welcome 
 Please silence your phones and other electronic devices.

enterinG GOd’s presenCe

 Instrumental Prelude  “This Is My Father’s World”  
   TERRA BEATA 

 

 Call to Worship  From Psalm 136
Minister: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures 

forever…
People: To him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast 

love endures forever…
Minister:	 To	him	who	struck	down	 the	firstborn	of	Egypt,	 for	his	 steadfast	

love	 endures	 forever;	 and	 brought	 Israel	 out	 from	 among	 them,	
for his steadfast love endures forever; with a strong hand and an 
outstretched arm, for his steadfast love endures forever…

People: It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast 
love endures forever…

Minister: Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures 
forever.

*Hymn of Praise #295 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
 	 	 DIADEMATA 
    
*Prayer of Adoration
Minister and People: O God, you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 
and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen.

*New Testament Reading       Pew Bible, page 983 Colossians 1:15-20 
Minister: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

  Prayer of Confession    
 The congregation is invited to kneel through the Pronouncement of Forgiveness.

Minister and People: Almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is rich in mercy to all who call upon You, hear us as we come 
to You in the name of your Son. We humbly confess our sins, 
and we implore You for mercy and forgiveness. We have broken 
your holy laws by our thoughts, words, and deeds, as well as by 
the sinful affections of our hearts. Have mercy upon us, most 
merciful Father. Grant that we may hereafter serve and please 
You as we walk by the power of your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen.

Please take a moment to silently confess your sin. 

 Pronouncement of Forgiveness
Minister: Hear this good news! God has delivered us from the domain of 

darkness	and	transferred	us	to	the	kingdom	of	his	beloved	Son,	in	
whom	we	have	redemption,	the	forgiveness	of	sins.

Unison: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name!

 Pastoral Prayer

*Psalm of Consecration Psalm 89 
From the Psalter 

Tune: ODE TO JOY 

Of GOD’s	love	I’ll	sing	forever,	to	each	age	Your	faithfulness. 
I’ll	declare	Your	love’s	forever,	founded	in	the	word	from	heav’n: 
“With	My	Chosen	I’ve	made	cov’nant,	to	My	servant	David	sworn: 
‘I’ll	your	line	confirm	forever,	to	each	age	build	up	your	throne.’” 
Lord,	our	boast	is	in	Your	power;	You	exalt	us	in	Your	love.	 
For our king is GOD’s,	and	Isr’el’s	Holy	One	our	sovereign	owns. 
You revealed Your word in vision to Your faithful ones of old: 
“I’ve	giv’n	power	to	a	strong	one;	raised	one	chosen	from	My	folk. 
“I	have	found	my	servant	David;	with	My	oil	anointed	him. 
My	hand	will	be	ever	with	him,	and	My	pow’r	will	make	him	strong. 
None	to	tribute	will	subject	him,	nor	will	wicked	ones	oppress.” 
I	will	crush	his	foes	before	him;	those	who	hate	him	I’ll	strike	down. 
“My	strong	love	and	truth	is	with	him;	I	will	raise	his	head	up	high; 
To	the	Sea	his	rule	extending,	and	to	rivers	in	the	east. 
He	will	cry:	‘You	are	my	Father,	You’re	my	God,	my	saviour,	rock.’ 
I’ll	appoint	him	as	My	firstborn,	Highest	of	the	kings	of	earth.

reneWinG Our faith

*Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed
Minister and People: We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. And in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and 
for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and 
was buried; and the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to 
judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 
end. 

 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by 
the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Unison: Thanks be to God!

*Gloria  “Glory Be to God II” 
   Traditional	Text;	Musical	Setting:	Ronald	Owen

 
We welcome children for the entire worship service. However, a specifically designed time 
is provided for children aged four through the first grade in the New Testament Hall. Please 
meet the Children’s Church leaders at the Fellowship Hall entrance of the Sanctuary at this time. 

*Old Testament Lesson      Pew Bible, page 159 Deuteronomy 15:19-23
Minister: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

*Prayer for Illumination

 Proclamation of God’s Word  Rev. Justin Borger
He Is Your Life: 

“The Firstborn”

respOndinG in thanks

*Hymn of Response #565 “All for Jesus!” 
WYCLIFF



  Giving to God & Vocal Offertory “Awake, Thou Wintry Earth”  
   J.	S.	Bach;	From	Cantata	129;	Text	by	Thomas	Blackburne 

Awake thou wintry earth, fling off, fling off thy sadness. 
Ye vernal flow’rs laugh forth, laugh forth your ancient gladness. 

A new and lovely tale throughout the land is sped, 
It floats o’er hill and dale to tell that death is dead. 

Descended to the grave, where our belov’d lie sleeping, 
Hath Christ return’d to save man’s heart from woe and weeping. 

O earth, break forth and sing, renew thy bright array, 
With fairest blooms of spring, bestrew the Saviour’s way.

 

 *Doxology #733 LASST	UNS	ERFREUEN 

Praise	God	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	 
Praise	him,	all	creatures	here	below:	alleluia,	alleluia! 
Praise	him	above,	ye	heav’nly	host,		 
Praise	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Ghost:	 
O	praise	him,	O	praise	him,	alleluia,	alleluia,	alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication

*Benediction

*Sending Forth Hymn #642  “Be Thou My Vision” 
 (Verses 1 & 4) SLANE 

Be	Thou	my	vision,	O	Lord	of	my	heart;
Naught	be	all	else	to	me,	save	that	Thou	art.
Thou	my	best	thought,	by	day	or	by	night,
Waking	or	sleeping,	Thy	presence	my	light. 
Riches	I	heed	not,	nor	man’s	empty	praise,
Thou	mine	inheritance,	now	and	always:
Thou	and	Thou	only,	first	in	my	heart,
High	King	of	heaven,	my	treasure	Thou art. 

Minister:	 Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	the	risen	Lord	Jesus	Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!

 Instrumental Postlude  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

   DIADEMATA	

 Please take a moment to greet those around you. 
 

In our worship service this morning, Rev. Justin Borger will be ministering in the 
pulpit and Rev. Dan Thompson will be assisting. Leading us in musical praise is 
Maria Schlehr, organist; Sarah Birx, pianist; Caroline Wilson, flautist; Tamia 
Dawkins, clarinetist; Jacqueline Quiroz, cellist; Brian Beute, trumpeter; McKinley 
Beute, Jim Crandall, and Larry Pike, trombonists; Devon Costanza and Matthew 
Malhiot, percussionists; all under the direction of our Director of Music, Ronald 
Owen. Leading congregational singing and singing the Vocal Offertory are Erin 
Beute, Hannah Pacchioli, Chris Hurt, and David Romaine.

Welcome Visitors!
If you are visiting St. Paul’s today, we are so glad you have joined us for worship! We 
would love to get to know you. Email staff@stpaulpca.org to let us know your name, 
how you heard about St. Paul’s, any contact information you would like to give, and 
any questions you may have. Please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastors or 
ushers.

* Congregation	standing			Additional	worshipers	seated

Presbyterian ChurCh in ameriCa

st. paul’s presbyterian ChurCh

T o all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope;  

to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship;  
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come;  

this church opens wide her doors and offers welcome in  
the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

an explanatiOn Of the WOrship Of GOd at st. paul’s 
What is WorshiP?

In his encounter with the woman of Samaria, Jesus explained that “God is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). The reason 
Jesus says true worshipers must worship in this way is because God Himself “is spirit.” 
Here we discover the simple yet profound principle that true worship is a response to 
God as he has personally revealed Himself. Thus, conformity to God’s character is the 
key to true worship. “Great is the LORD,” as the psalmist puts it, “and greatly to be 
praised” (Psalm 48:1)! In worship, we seek to reflect this divine reality, declaring with 
our lips and demonstrating with our lives that God is supremely precious and therefore 
worthy to receive all glory and honor and praise. 

Why Do We WorshiP in this Way?
Entering God’s Presence
We gather in response to God’s call to worship, joyfully offering praise to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. With reverence and awe, we confess our sins and receive God’s 
forgiveness which is declared in Jesus’ name. 

Renewing Our Faith
Worship continues with a focus on God’s Word. Our faith is renewed as we publicly 
confess the truth of God, join our hearts and voices in prayers and hymns of praise 
to God, and hear the good news of God powerfully proclaimed.

Responding in Thanks                                                                                          
As hearing becomes doing, we respond to the proclamation of God’s Word. Songs of 
praise continue to be raised and the gifts and offerings of God’s people are collected. 
On Communion Sundays we are invited to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. With God’s 
blessing upon us, we are sent into the world to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ!
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